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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Rail Relocation for Colorado Communities (R2C2) Beshoar Junction was assessed with regard to 

the presence of regulated environmental features including hazardous waste (HW) sites, solid 

waste sites, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) sites, petroleum storage sites, 

water wells, oil wells, and gas wells located within a distance of approximately one mile to either 

side of the alignment.  Federal and State databases available online were utilized to identify such 

sites, as described in Section 2 below.  The search results for hazardous and solid waste sites, 

RCRA sites, and petroleum storage sites have been assessed with regard to their proximity to the 

proposed bypass alignments according to industry-standard search-distance criteria for each type 

of record, as described in ASTM standard E1527-05.  All research pertained to sites in close 

proximity to Beshore Junction, Colorado.  Figure 1 depicts the location and alignment. 
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2.0 DATABASE SEARCH 

Various databases are available online that enable retrieval of area-specific data to evaluate the 

presence or absence of sites related to handling, storage, disposal, and/or generation of hazardous 

waste, solid waste, or petroleum, or contamination of the environment by these substances.  Data 

regarding other environmental receptors, such as water wells, was also obtained.  Additionally, 

the presence of energy-related natural resource development in the form of oil and gas well 

locations, and the characteristics of these wells (if needed) was researched online.   

2.1 USEPA CERCLIS DATABASE 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) maintains a database of potential 

hazardous substance release sites, called the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS).  The USEPA online CERCLIS 

database (USEPA, 2008) was accessed September 25, 2008.  Copies of pertinent records retrieved 

are attached.   

Results from the database search indicate that there are no CERCLA facilities in the immediate 

vicinity of Beshoar Junction.  Preliminary data review indicates that adverse impacts would not 

be incurred from the proposed Beshoar Junction alignment. 

2.2 CDPHE HMWM DATABASE 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) Hazardous Materials and 

Waste Management Division (HMWM) maintains a database of sites it either regulates or which 

have undergone remediation, including Superfund sites, RCRA Small Quantity Generator (SQG) 

and Large Quantity Generator (LQG) sites, landfills, hazardous waste corrective action sites, 

treatment storage and disposal (TSD) sites, and sites with environmental covenants.  The database 

(CDPHE, 2008) was searched based on 10-mile radius buffer around a center-point selected 

within the general project area.  A radius map plot and search results are attached.   

No Colorado HMWM sites were identified adjacent to or near Beshoar Junction.  The closest 

facility identified is a Hoenhe School District site that is listed as a SQG.  The Hoehne School 

District site is located approximately 2 to 3 mile north of the junction.  Preliminary review of data 

suggests that adverse impacts would not be incurred from the proposed Beshoar Junction 

alignment. 
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2.3 COLORADO OPS COSTIS DATABASE 

The Colorado Division of Oil and Public Safety (OPS) online database of registered petroleum 

storage tank sites, the Colorado Storage Tank Information System (COSTIS) was searched to 

identify facilities within the ASTM standard ½ mile buffer distance.  The database (CDLE, 2008) 

was searched by ZIP Code.  The search results are summarized in tabular form and are attached.   

The ZIP Code 81082 covers the portion of Las Animas County for Beshoar Junction.  Eighty-

three records were identified for Las Animas County.  All records appear to be in relative close 

proximity to Trinidad, Colorado.  There do not appear to any UST or AST sites in the vicinity of 

Beshoar Juntion.  Preliminary review of data suggests that adverse impacts would not be incurred 

from the proposed Beshoar Junction alignment. 

2.4 COLORADO DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES WELL PERMIT DATABASE 

The Colorado Division of Water Resources (DWR) maintains a database of existing water well 

permits issued by the State Engineer’s Office.  The database (CDWR, 2008) is accessible online 

(http://water.state.co.us/pubs/datasearch.asp), and shows the locations associated with well 

permits in a map format.  Individual well data is also available.  The water well database search 

was performed on September 25, 2008.  The search focused on identifying the areal distribution 

of water wells in the area around Beshoar Junction.  A well permit location plot is attached.   

As observed from the well permit plot, a moderate density of wells is present in the vicinity of 

Beshoar Junction.  However, data suggests that adverse impacts would not be incurred from the 

proposed Beshoar Junction alignment on water resources and water wells.   

2.5 COLORADO OIL & GAS DATABASE 

The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) maintains a database (COGCC, 

2008) of oil and gas well permits.  The permit locations may be viewed in map format (http://oil-

gas.state.co.us/infosys/Maps/gismain.cfm) based on a user-defined area of interest.   

As observed from inspection of the oil and gas well permit plot (attached), there are relatively 

few wells located in the area of Beshoar Junction.  Most of the oil and gas permits occur west of 

Trinidad.  Therefore, data suggests that adverse impacts would not be incurred from the proposed 

Beshoar Junction alignment. 
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